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From radio collaring and tracking
wildlife populations to data collection and
analysis, science remains at the heart of
AWF’s species work. For conservation to be
effective, however, this work must translate
into practical applications that meet the
needs of wildlife and neighboring human
communities. Data on wildlife migration 
patterns, for instance, help identify which
areas need strict protection and which areas
offer the best opportunities for safari lodges
and other ecotourism enterprises from which
both wildlife and people can benefit. 

Spotting Leopards to Save Them

One of AWF’s newest species initiatives,
the Limpopo Leopard Research Project, is
located in and around South Africa’s Kruger
National Park, where there is a healthy 
population of leopards and a variety of 
land uses from which to glean practical 
conservation plans. In the project’s early
stages, its lead researcher Nakedi Maputla 
is using camera-trap photos to provide 
baseline data on the leopard population. 

Though leopards have long been
regarded as highly adaptable, there is a 
critical lack of research on how the animals
are actually coping with the fragmentation
and loss of their habitat. Moreover, because
leopards prey on livestock, they are fre-
quently poisoned by ranchers. Finding 
solutions to this human-wildlife conflict is
key to ensuring the leopard’s future. Once
baseline data is assembled, the project will
also document leopard behavior in the 
context of environmental tourism and the
economic opportunities it can bring to local
communities living in leopard habitat.

Giving Elephants

Safe Passage

With the aid of
radio tracking collars,
AWF’s lead elephant
researcher Alfred
Kikoti is following
the seasonal move-
ment of elephants in
the West Kilimanjaro
region of northern
Tanzania. As the elephants leave protected
areas, they sometimes fall prey to poachers,
and also come into increasing conflict with
human communities. To help turn this situa-
tion around, Kikoti and his team are now
able to get data from the elephants’ radio col-
lars into a GIS mapping database that clearly
identifies the elephants’ most traveled paths. 

One of the project’s early successes is the
Kitenden corridor. The first legally-established

wildlife conservation corridor in all of
Tanzania, Kitenden now provides safe passage
for elephants traveling from Tanzania’s
Kilimanjaro National Park to Kenya’s
Amboseli National Park. In the coming
months, Kikoti hopes to expand his ground-
breaking work into northwestern Tanzania.   

Reserving Room for Bonobos

The last of the great apes to be 
discovered by science, Africa’s bonobos share

98 percent of their
genetic makeup with
humans. But today,
bonobos are in 
serious trouble,
threatened by an
escalating bushmeat
trade and the loss of
their rainforest habi-
tat in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.
That’s why AWF’s 
Jef Dupain and
Valentin W’Otoko
have made protecting
bonobos their top
priority. 

The collar on this elephant has provided valuable information that has helped shape AWF’s 
elephant conservation strategy in the West Kilimanjaro region of northern Tanzania.

A leopard photograph taken by an AWF camera trap that survived a recent fire in Kruger 
National Park.
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Campaign to Save Africa’s Heartlands  Science—the H

In each of the African Heartlands where AWF 
works, we focus on four key pillars of conservation:
Landscape and Habitat Protection, Leadership and

Training, Conservation Enterprise, and Species Science
and Conservation. As we count down to the final
months of our five-year, $100-million-dollar Campaign 
to Save Africa’s Heartlands, we are featuring each of
the conservation pillars in-depth. This issue of African
Wildlife News takes a closer look at four projects in
our Species Science and Conservation pillar.
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Working with other organiza-
tions, AWF has already helped to 
establish the new Lomako-
Yokokala Faunal Reserve by 
providing satellite maps that
revealed the growing loss of forest
cover in this important bonobo
habitat. AWF is also building a
fully-equipped camp for scientific
ecotourism and successfully engag-
ing local communities in this
effort, so they will realize far greater
benefits from bonobo conservation
than from stripping the forests of
its resources. 

Finding Where Lions Roam  

In northeastern Botswana and
the Caprivi region of Namibia,
AWF researcher Gosiame Neo-
Mahupeleng leads field studies to
reduce conflicts between human

communities and lions. By outfit-
ting the large predators with radio
collars, Gosiame’s team has already
discovered, for instance, that more
than 90 percent of all incidents of
conflict occur along the banks of
the Chobe River. If people can
learn to give special protection to
their livestock in these limited
areas, the incidence of human-
wildlife conflict can be reduced
dramatically. 

This and other data Gosiame’s
team has collected is already lead-
ing to innovative solutions for 
protecting livestock, from stronger
enclosures to improved community
surveillance. It’s another example 
of conservation science leading to
real results—with real benefits to
wildlife and people alike. ■
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Your Participation is Key

Through these and many other practical projects,
AWF is committed to doubling our conservation 
presence in Africa. As part of our Campaign to 
Save Africa’s Heartlands, we have already secured
more than $80 million from major private and 
government donors. 

Now we are turning to you, our members, to help us
reach our goal and transform conservation in Africa.
Without your donations, AWF cannot qualify for the
matching support from public institutions we need to
conserve Africa’s unrivaled wildlife and wild lands.

Your participation is key to the Campaign’s success.
Tax-deductible gifts of cash or securities may be
made in a single lump-sum payment or through a
pledge to be fulfilled over a specified period.
Bequests and other legacy gifts are also needed.
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By introducing simple methods that give livestock added protection, AWF aims to reduce retaliatory
attacks on lions as they move in and out of protected areas.

To learn more, visit www.awf.org/campaign, phone AWF’s
Development Department toll-free at 1-888-494-5354, or use the

enclosed envelope to make a special Campaign contribution today.

e Heart of Species Conservation
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M
ost of us give little thought to the coffee we sip on our
way to work or at a local coffee shop. But, behind every
cup of coffee is a farmer—typically a smallholder farmer

who has devoted his life (and livelihood) to growing coffee. 
It is dedicated farmers like these who are the standard bearers

for the Kenya Heartland Coffee Project, a groundbreaking initiative
launched by AWF in partnership with Starbucks Corporation. This
initiative trains farmers to combine state-of-the-art growing prac-
tices with green sourcing techniques that honor the integrity and
sustainability of the lands they work each day. Launched in 2005,
the project has already benefited 2,000 farmers and is expected to
reach another 5,000 or more in the next three years.

Blending Coffee and Conservation 

Part laboratory, part factory, part meeting place, East Africa’s
coffee cooperatives are made up of member farmers from nearby
areas. The Kenya Heartlands Coffee Project works with coffee
cooperatives in the foothills of Mount Kenya and Aberdare
National Park in Kenya. These critical wildlife areas, separated by
less than 30 miles, are home to elephant, leopard, black rhino, and
other species that need help.

One of the project’s many objectives is to help restore critical
tree cover cleared over years by loggers and unsustainable farming
practices. Trees are the lifeblood of shade-cultivated coffee crops,
not to mention wildlife. Forests also help to moderate water runoff
and soil erosion. Already, AWF and Starbucks have worked to 
propagate and plant tens of thousands of coffee-friendly trees in
designated areas.   

Even local schoolchildren are getting involved. On hearing
about the project, Paul Kamau, a teacher at a Kenyan secondary
school, approached a participating nursery manager and asked if 
the students could help. The school has since planted 6,000 trees.

“Students love the tree project. They volunteer their time, they
guard the trees from goats, and now they have an environmental
club,” says Paul.

AWF and Starbucks have also completed scores of projects to
upgrade old equipment and improve processing facilities, reducing
pollution and decreasing water usage, in some places by as much as
70 percent.  

At a landscape level, the Kenya Heartland Coffee Project is 
laying the groundwork for a comprehensive conservation plan for
the Aberdare-Mt Kenya corridor. Initial steps include mapping
wildlife areas and collecting ecological data.

As for the benefit to coffee farmers, the proof is in the price:
thanks to improved quality and higher crop yields, participating
farmers have seen their coffee prices rise by more than a third.  ■

Saving Wildlife through Sustainable
Coffee Growing

Profile of a Coffee Agronomist

Robert Thuo is the AWF coffee agronomist 
stewarding the Kenya Heartland Coffee Project.
Coffee is as familiar to Robert as water. His parents
had a five-acre farm, and as a boy he remembers
helping to plant, weed, prune, and pick the bright red
coffee berries. Thanks to the farm, Robert’s parents
were able to send him and his siblings to school,
something that together with his parent’s dedication,
inspired Robert to study agriculture.  

“I felt I needed to guide communities in treating
coffee farming as a business,” he says. 

Robert’s mix of technical expertise and personal
calling led him straight to the Kenya Heartland Coffee
Project, where he spends much of his time traveling
to farms, cooperatives, and factories, teaching and
demonstrating Starbuck’s Coffee and Farmer Equity
(C.A.F.E.) Practices. A set of green sourcing guide-
lines, scientifically developed and independently 
verified, C.A.F.E. Practices add up to a cup of coffee
that is as environmentally and socially responsible 
as it is flavorful.

Coffee farmers in Kenya are improving their yield of high-quality coffee beans, extracted
from berries like the ones pictured here, while advancing conservation goals, thanks to a
unique collaboration between AWF and Starbucks Corporation.

Already, AWF and Starbucks have worked to
propagate and plant tens of thousands of 
coffee-friendly trees in designated areas.

AWF’s Robert Thuo (left) grew up as a coffee farmer’s son. Here he is working
with Joseph Kimaru, one of the farmers benefiting from the AWF/Starbucks 
collaboration.
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Notes from the Field

Camera Traps “Capture” 
Leopards on the Move
by Nakedi Maputla

The latest addition to
AWF’s species science
team, Nakedi Maputla is
blogging about his leopard
research in the Kruger
ecosystem in South Africa.
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In Their Own Words

“AWF is at the Top of My List”
Don Shay has been a loyal supporter of AWF ever since he
returned from his first safari in the late 1980s. Recently, he
decided to combine his writing talents and photographic
skills for a project designed to portray his knowledge and
passion for Africa. The result is Endangered Liaisons, a
320-page coffee-table book of photos and personal 
narrative designed to evoke the safari experience. 

One of the things I did after my first safari was join several organizations
engaged in African wildlife conservation. It seemed a meaningful way to 
maintain some sort of connection with a place and an experience I was certain
would live with me forever. I knew little about any of them at the time. I just
wanted to help. Since then, I have sought and gained some understanding of
the workings of each, and have narrowed my allegiance and support to those
organizations I consider the most vital. At the top of my list is the African
Wildlife Foundation.

First and foremost, AWF has long understood that wildlife conservation 
cannot flourish in a vacuum. The needs of African wildlife must be addressed
in concert with the needs of the African people. AWF conservation projects
and field offices are run principally by dedicated Africans—many with
advanced degrees financed by AWF.

In addition to programs designed to benefit individual species, AWF con-
ducts joint ventures with African governments and other conservation groups
to link and restore wildlife ranges and migration routes formerly disrupted by
private and political boundaries. AWF also works with rural communities to
develop conservation enterprises to help bring tourism revenue to local people
and inspire them to protect and preserve the animals in their midst. This 
combination of species programs, landscape preservation and community
engagement is why AWF is at the top of my list.
Visit www.africagraphica.com to learn more about Don’s new book. For each book purchased
through this web link, AWF will receive $25.

This field note was adapted from the AWF blog, 
Leopards of the Kruger, at www.awf.org/leopardblog. 

Visit the blog today to learn more about Nakedi’s 
leopard project and to support his ongoing efforts 
to understand the elusive great cat.

mammoth task is to become a reality. Ideally, 
50 cameras should be enough to cover the
whole park in a period of one year.  ■

The camera traps work! Now we need to get more
in place. We need to capture more than one image
of each animal in order to properly identify each
leopard for our baseline survey.

he use of camera traps has proved
to be a useful way to get an idea of
leopard activities in the N’wanetsi

Concession of Kruger National Park. I’ve
been able to capture good quality photo-
graphs during the survey…Cameras were
placed in areas of known leopard activities
and areas which were perceived as suitable
leopard habitats. Care was taken to cover as
much area as possible without compromis-
ing the capture probabilities for individual
leopards (i.e., to give each leopard an
opportunity of at least one capture).

Due to the sheer size of the N’wanetsi

Concession (15,000 hectares) and limited
number of camera traps, a considerable
amount of land is yet to be sampled in 
the north of the concession. The results
obtained in this study are therefore a 
partial sample of the leopard population 
in the area.

After this study, I will now be faced 
with the humongous task of sampling all
of Kruger National Park (2 million
hectares). To put this in perspective, the
park’s area is about the size of Wales or
about half the size of the Netherlands.
More camera traps are required if this 
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Thank you! Please detach this form and return it with your tax-deductible
gift in the enclosed envelope to: African Wildlife Foundation, 
1400 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Suite 120, Washington, D.C. 20036.  

If you have questions, call us at 1-888-494-5354. Or, e-mail us at
Africanwildlife@awf.org.

■■ Please send me my complimentary 
DVD on AWF’s Campaign to Save
Africa’s Heartlands so I can learn 
more about this vital campaign.

■■ Please send me your online newsletter,
AWF Africa News Online, with the latest
on Africa’s wildlife and wild lands.
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■■ Please send me information about...
___including AWF in my will.
___gifts that pay me income for life.
___I have already included AWF 

in my estate plans.
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M
uscular and compact, the ratel
(Mellivora capensis) is known to 
be a fierce carnivore. Equipped

with an extremely keen sense of smell, 
massive claws and internal ears that can be
closed to keep out dirt while digging, the
ratel is a highly successful hunter, scavenger
and forager. While the ratel enjoys a varied
diet (including small mammals, birds,
amphibians, insects and fruit), honeycomb 
is a favorite—earning it the nickname the
Honey Badger.

To find its treasured honeycomb, the
ratel relies on the aid of a small bird called
the honeyguide. The honeyguide gets the
ratel’s attention by calling repeatedly. The
ratel follows the bird’s calls, answering 
with its own guttural growls until a hive 
is reached. Then the ratel emits smelly, 
suffocating secretions that fumigate the 
hive, causing most of the bees to flee, and
stunning or killing those that remain inside.

The ratel bites or claws into the nest, scoop-
ing out the prize honeycomb. Once the ratel
has had its fill and left the area, the honey-
guide feasts on the remaining dead bees and
pieces of honeycomb.  

Though they are widespread in habitats
ranging from moist savannas to semi-arid
deserts to montane forests, little is known
about the ratel’s social life. One to four
young are born in burrows lined with grass
or leaves. The young probably remain close
to the home burrow for a long time, since
sightings of adults with small young are rare. 

With few natural enemies, the ratel has
led a pretty sweet life. Unfortunately, things
are changing. While traditional honey
hunters had a grudging respect for ratels,
modern beekeepers are not inclined to 
surrender their produce to the wily little
badger. As a result of its sweet tooth, ratels 
in parts of Africa are increasingly being 
poisoned, trapped, snared, and shot. ■

YES, I can see that my membership donations are making a difference—
and I want to do even more to help Africa’s wildlife. Please use the
enclosed tax-deductible donation where it is most urgently needed in
AWF’s Campaign to Save Africa’s Heartlands:
❑ $25       ❑ $50       ❑ $75       ❑ $100       ❑ $500       ❑ Other $_______

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY  STATE                                        ZIP

PHONE  E-MAIL ADDRESS

I Want to Do Even More to Protect Africa’s Wildlife!

Go WILD
with Your
Holiday 
Gift-Giving
E

ver wish you could share your 
passion for Africa’s wildlife with

your family, friends and colleagues?

Now you can. With a click of
your mouse or a quick phone call, 
you can adopt an African acre or your
favorite wildlife species through AWF.
It’s a gift that will delight everyone on
your list, while helping to protect
Africa’s wildlife and wild lands.

Whether you’d like to protect
Africa’s unrivaled landscapes or a par-
ticular species, there’s an option that’s
right for you. Adoptions begin at $25.

Adopting an African acre or your
favorite wildlife species is fast, easy, 
and makes a great gift. See the enclosed
flyer for more details or visit AWF’s
Adoption Center online at
www.shop.awf.org/adopt or phone us
toll-free 1-800-901-2779.    

Thank you for your continued
support of Africa’s wildlife—and
Happy Holidays!  ■

DONATE WITH CONFIDENCETODAY!

Wildlife Watch
While the ratel 

enjoys a varied diet, 
honeycomb is a

favorite—earning it
the nickname the

Honey Badger


