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First Stop: West Kilimanjaro 
The memorable AWF journey began at a tented safari
camp located on the western flanks of Mount
Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest mountain. Members spent
three days in the West Kili area learning how AWF is
helping to protect the future of elephants and other
wildlife in this important transboundary area on the
Kenya/Tanzania border. Here AWF has helped to estab-
lish a nationally recognized elephant movement corridor
and is managing a large ranch as a protected area for
wildlife.
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Home to elephants, 
rhinos and more, 
African Heartlands
are conservation 
landscapes large enough to sustain a diversity of
species for centuries to come. In these landscapes—
places like Kilimanjaro and Samburu—AWF and its
partners are pioneering lasting conservation strate-
gies that benefit wildlife and people alike.

Best of the Best

Rhino Tales from Mosi Oa Tunya
Meet the new crash.

Best of the Best Continued
Join AWF members on the journey of a lifetime.
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A Passion Passed Down 
Brings Benefit to Africa
In memory of a loving grandfather.

A special group of members recently embarked on an exceptional 13-day safari to Tanzania,
offered through the African Wildlife Foundation’s (AWF’s) Member Safari and Outreach
Program. The trip was designed to build knowledge about East Africa’s magnificent wildlife
while spotlighting conservation projects that link wildlife protection with improved human 
well-being. It would be impossible to detail every wildlife encounter or expert talk, but here 
we touch on some of the Best of the Best of Tanzania.

Join a team of AWF members on the journey of a lifetime 

“The AWF experts were

incredibly knowledgeable.

I was amazed also by all

the things I learned from

the people who traveled

here from the USA to be

part of the team. They

were truly very, very 

special. I will remember

everyone always.”

—Vicki of Oakland, Californiacontinued on page 3

Safari participants sighted more than 70 lions, each as powerful and breathtaking as this solitary lioness resting in the savanna.

Safari Journal:
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Last issue, the African Wildlife Foundation
(AWF) introduced you to Allan Jordan, a
‘self-described’ regular retired guy and lucky
winner of AWF’s member safari sweepstakes.
When I heard Allan wasn’t quite sure what
to expect, it occurred to me that so many
people who care deeply about Africa’s
wildlife will never get to see it up close, that
their closest connection to it will be through
TV or in books. In fact, after long periods
spent away from the field in front of a com-
puter screen, I have the feeling that the great
mammals of Africa are becoming more myth
than reality. 

But let me assure you, Africa’s wildlife is
real and in so many cases thriving, even if it
needs our constant vigilance to protect its
rightful stake on this planet. I am incredibly
proud to be part of an organization that has
done just that for almost 50 years.

But back to Allan, who has now had
that trip of a lifetime, which I am pleased to
tell you, proved every bit as transformational
as we’d hoped. And I can’t resist here tooting
AWF’s horn: “The sightings of lions, 
elephants, leopards, birds and the African
sunsets were everything I’d expected and
more,” Allan says. “What I didn’t expect was
having the chance to talk to knowledgeable
AWF experts like Alfred Kikoti, Bernard
Kissui, Stephen Kiruswa, Craig Sholley and
others.” And nearly every other participant
had something similar to say—that com-
bining wildlife viewing with talks about 
conservation in Africa made the experience
truly extraordinary.

The recent
member safari was
surely good news
at AWF; but there’s
other good news
I’m eager to share
with you. In
Rwanda, AWF
through the
International
Gorilla Conservation Program just opened 
a new cultural attraction in the foothills of
the Virunga Mountains, one of the most
biodiverse regions in Africa. And I am
pleased to report that farther south, in
Zambia, four newly translocated white 
rhinos are doing great.

Those projects are all highlighted
here—a sampling I hope gives you a good
sense of the effect your support is having
across the Heartlands. I also want to again
thank each and every member who con-
tributed to AWF’s Campaign to Save the
African Heartlands, which concluded this
summer. With your support, in the past 
five years AWF has successfully invested
$100 million in the future of Africa’s 
wildlife and wild landscapes. While there’s
no room to ease up our pace, there’s every 
reason to celebrate.

Patrick J. Bergin, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer
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AWF safari goers eager to see Tanzania’s stunning sunsets were not disappointed by this and many other breathtaking sky-scapes.



News in Brief

A Four-Star Showing 
AWF is proud to announce it has received the
coveted 4-star rating from the charity watchdog
group, Charity Navigator. This is the eighth 
consecutive year that AWF has received Charity
Navigator’s highest rating. As the nonprofit sector
continues to grow rapidly, savvy donors are
demanding more accountability, transparency,
and quantifiable results
from the charities they
choose to support.
Charity Navigator,
which evaluates over
5,200 nonprofits, has
deemed that AWF is
truly worthy of its 
4-star rating. 

“Only 1% of the charities we rate have
received at least 8 consecutive 4-star evaluations,
indicating that African Wildlife Foundation 
consistently executes its mission in a fiscally
responsible way, and outperforms most other
charities in America,” said Ken Berger, Charity
Navigator’s President and CEO. “This ‘excep-
tional’ designation from Charity Navigator 
differentiates African Wildlife Foundation from
its peers and demonstrates to the public it is 
worthy of their trust.” ■

Kinigi Cultural Center
Opens in Rwanda
Only a short time ago visitors to Rwanda’s
Virunga Mountains had a unique new place to
stay: Sabyinyo Silverback Lodge. Now, tourists
have a unique new attraction to visit: The Kinigi
Cultural Center, which offers visitors a fascinat-
ing glimpse into Rwanda’s not-too-distant
past. Its attractions include a local king’s com-
pound known as igikari. Expert guides recount
the fascinating story of how the king and his
charges ran the compound. 

Using the enterprise model that built
Sabyinyo, the International Gorilla Conservation
Program (a coalition of AWF, Fauna and Flora
International, and the World Wide Fund for
Nature) worked together with the Sabyinyo
Community Livelihood Association to facilitate
the public-private partnership that forms the
basis for Kinigi. The center is one more way
community members become a part of conserva-
tion efforts and partners in their own economic
futures. ■
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Best of the Best (Continued from page 1)

Next Stop: Manyara Ranch and
Tarangire National Park
Members next drove overland about
two hours to Manyara Ranch, a flag-
ship AWF project that integrates
wildlife conservation with sustainable
livestock practices. The ranch is part of
AWF’s work to protect a 45,000-acre
seasonal wildlife migration corridor
between Lake Manyara and Tarangire
National Park. Members also visited
Manyara Ranch Primary School, a new
facility AWF and its partners built to
replace a ramshackle complex precari-
ously located in the middle of a busy
wildlife corridor. 

The group also journeyed to 
nearby Tarangire National Park. The
‘Baobab Capital of Africa,’ Tarangire is
distinguished by a baobab-riddled
landscape that includes dense wood-

lands and great sand rivers. AWF Lion
Researcher Bernard Kissui and his
assistant Ifura Ukio briefed members
on their work on lion-human conflict
issues within the Maasai Steppe
Heartland.

AWF Safari Leader Craig Sholley and Elephant Researcher Alfred Kikoti connect over a cup of coffee.

Although drought is gripping much of East Africa, this bloat of hippos for the moment is not feeling the heat.
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“The most striking moment for

me was when we visited

Manyara Ranch School and

were greeted by the children

singing a welcome song in

Kiswahili. Looking out at the

sea of young faces, I thought

‘We should be the ones singing

to them.’”

—Allan of Fort Bragg, California

continued on page 4
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Best of the Best Continued Join a team of AWF members on the journey of a lifetime

Destination: Ngorongoro Crater 
The team traveled onwards up the western wall of the Great Rift
Valley, through spectacular highland rainforest, to Ngorongoro Crater.

Millions of years ago Ngorongoro was probably the earth’s highest
structure. Today, it is a wildlife paradise and feast of beauty. The
caldera — 102 square miles surrounded by a 1,800-2,000-foot rim —
has afforded wildlife special protection throughout the millennia,
especially during the terrible years of heavy poaching. The area is very
rich in wildlife, including some of the last free-
ranging black rhinoceros in East Africa. The crater is
known for its high density of carnivores — the lion
prides are magnificent and all three species of jackals
can be found here. Ngorongoro’s grasslands are filled
with zebra and wildebeest and a host of other smaller
ungulates. The many small lakes in the Crater host
magnificent birdlife. 

“We saw more than 70 lions

on the trip! Every single one

was absolutely amazing.

The power they have is

incredible; you can’t really

fathom that when seeing

lions at a zoo or looking at

them in photos.”

—Elizabeth of Rye, New Hampshire
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This grey-headed kingfisher is on the lookout for a meal of insects or even a small reptile.

AWF works to protect elephants, such as these majestic matriarchs with their young, as
they move between protected areas in Tanzania and Kenya.

“Spending time with AWF Elephant

Researcher Alfred Kikoti and 

gaining spectacular insights 

into elephants was not just 

enlightening but a lot of fun.”

—Jim of Oakland, California










