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W
ildlife conservation takes time. It
often takes years, even decades, to
bring a species back from the

brink of extinction or to hammer out the
details of a protected land conservancy.

Yet even with the best long-term strategies
in place, emergencies crop up that can quickly
jeopardize an entire species. When that
happens, AWF is uniquely positioned to
mount the rapid response that’s needed.

With a staff that is more than 75 percent
African, AWF knows the ins and outs of
operating in the countries where we work.
We have the personal relationships needed
when every minute counts. And because we
have spent decades in Africa promoting
policies that benefit wildlife and people alike,
we have helped local communities develop a
vested interest in conservation, as well as a
better standard of living. 

These are the kinds of connections that
make all the difference when disaster
strikes—as it did recently for mountain
gorillas, Grevy’s zebras, and black rhinos.

Murder in the Mountains
Africa’s mountain gorillas continue to

face an uncertain future. Caught in the
middle of a social and economic crisis in one
of Africa’s most densely populated areas, 10
mountain gorillas were killed last year in
Virunga National Park in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. A park ranger was
also killed, and another seriously wounded.

Working with its partners in the
International Gorilla Conservation Program
(IGCP)—Fauna & Flora International and
the World Wide Fund for Nature—AWF
responded quickly to the crisis. Meeting with
local government and parks authorities to
help form an effective emergency plan, efforts
were quickly underway to intensify park
patrols, solicit army back-up for park rangers,
and secure political backing from the
provincial governor. IGCP also worked to
secure areas for patrols and provided rangers
with additional equipment.

Deadly Virus Strikes 
in Samburu

The habitat of Grevy’s zebra is now
restricted to Ethiopia and northern Kenya,
and their numbers have plummeted from an
estimated 15,000 in the 1970s to 2,500 or
fewer today. Adding to the challenge, these
animals are susceptible to anthrax and
diseases transmitted by domestic livestock.

When at least eight Grevy’s zebras were
killed by anthrax a few years ago, the
outbreak might have been disastrous had
AWF staff working in the Samburu region of
Kenya not been among the first on the scene.
Realizing the danger anthrax posed to wild
and domestic animals, and nearby human
populations, AWF immediately informed
government authorities and enlisted the
services of a veterinarian to confirm the
preliminary diagnosis. Together with the
Lewa Wildlife Conservancy and other key
stakeholders, we then moved quickly to
vaccinate Grevy’s zebras and livestock in the
area, treat exposed people with antibiotics,
and engage community support to contain
the disease by reporting deaths and
minimizing contact with exposed animals. 

Though several zebras were lost during
the outbreak, a larger catastrophe was averted
by our rapid response.

Dark Days for the Black Rhino
When demand for their horn

skyrocketed in 1970s, the world’s rhino
populations plummeted. AWF quickly 
joined with other organizations to launch
emergency conservation measures. Special
rhino sanctuaries, also known as Intensive
Protection Zones or IPZs, were established,
including Sinamatella in Zimbabwe’s
Hwange National Park and the Ngulia 
Rhino Sanctuary in Kenya.

By the 1980s, the rhino’s drastic decline
had been checked, and AWF and others
began the painstaking task of rebuilding
rhino populations. Yet even within heavily-
patrolled sanctuaries, rhinos still come under
periodic attack from well-armed poachers. In
Zimbabwe, for instance, an unstable political
climate, economic decline, lack of financial

In response to the senseless slaughter of mountain gorillas in Virunga National Park last year, AWF and IGCP quickly implemented
emergency measures to prevent further killing.
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support, and other obstacles have made
rhino protection more challenging.

Fortunately, because of AWF’s
longstanding reputation with local and
global partners, we are able to respond
whenever poaching heats up. Securing
extra support from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, for instance, AWF was
able to supply Zimbabwe scouts and
rangers with critical field equipment. As a
result, no rhinos have been poached at
Sinamatella since June 2004, and several
calves have been born.

Progress Through Crisis
Long-term planning is critical for 

short-term success. Putting the elements of
conservation in place—building partnerships,
conservation planning, species research, and
policy development—enables AWF to make
the connections and take action when
emergencies arise.

In the case of mountain gorillas, for
example, community partnerships are critical.
“The long-term key to controlling this crisis,”
says IGCP Director Eugène Rutagarama, “is
involving local communities. In villages
surrounding the park, IGCP is working with
local people to increase their awareness of
situations that threaten the gorillas. If

conservationists can enlist the eyes and ears of
people living in gorilla territory to identify
poachers and speak out in dangerous
situations, the likelihood of successful
conservation efforts will increase
dramatically.” 

Another key is fostering economic
opportunities such as ecotourism that are tied
to healthy wildlife populations. Providing
communities with tangible conservation
incentives benefits both wildlife and human
livelihoods. AWF has always believed that
Africa’s animals will survive only if its people
thrive.

Effective rapid response also depends on
the ability to engage regional and national
stakeholders. Fortunately, because AWF has
such strong relationships throughout Africa,

we are able to come to the table with many
partners, helping to ensure their voices are
heard in formulating solutions. Without this
collaboration, even the best intentions are
doomed to encounter roadblocks that make
quick and effective action all but impossible.

AWF members play a vital role as well.
When gorillas are threatened in Virunga,
when anthrax sweeps across Samburu, or
when poachers take aim at Hwange’s rhinos,
our staff ultimately depends on your support.
A rapid and effective response in the field
continues to hinge on generous donors at
home. ■

In their work to conserve Africa’s endangered Grevy’s zebras, AWF researchers are developing management policies that deal
with wildlife disease.
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Even within heavily-patrolled sanctuaries, rhinos come under attack from well-armed poachers.

Visit www.awf.org to learn more about AWF’s
species conservation work and how you can help

by adopting an African animal. Or use the enclosed
envelope to make a donation today.

“If conservationists can
enlist the eyes and ears of
people living in gorilla
territory to identify poachers
and speak out in dangerous
situations, the likelihood of
successful conservation
efforts will increase
dramatically.” 

ildlife Needs Us Most
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A
WF President Helen Gichohi
hosted U.S. Treasury Secretary
Henry Paulson’s visit to

Tanzania’s Manyara Ranch, site of a
landmark AWF project that has
received U.S. government support for
several years.

“Yesterday, I visited Manyara
Ranch and saw an innovative example
of how Africa can both preserve its
heritage and create economic
opportunities for its people,” said
Paulson. 

The 44,000-acre ranch sits
between Tarangire and Lake Manyara
National Parks in the middle of the
Kwakuchinja wildlife corridor, an area that
supports an abundance of wildlife, as well as
spectacular wildebeest and zebra migrations. 

Manyara Ranch has long been critical
to AWF’s goal of linking the two parks with
land across which wildlife could safely
roam. So when the ranch was put up for
sale in 2001, AWF acquired management
authority over its lands through a Tanzanian

land trust that we had earlier helped
establish. Today, rangers patrol Manyara
Ranch, monitoring wildlife and warding off
poachers, while the ranch continues to
successfully manage cattle in conservation-
friendly ways that benefit both local people
and wildlife.

The ranch is also home to the Manyara
Ranch Primary School, a boarding school
for Maasai children. Until recently, the

dilapidated school was situated
dangerously close to a busy wildlife
area. With the support of our
conservation partners and others
from the private sector, AWF
helped rebuild and relocate the
school to safer grounds. A modern
school facility completed at the
end of 2006 now provides a
wonderful model of how
conservation can enhance the lives
of people who share their
backyards with wildlife.

After returning home, Paulson
wrote to AWF President Helen

Gichohi saying, “The ceremony with the
local Maasai steering committee and the
visit to Manyara Ranch Primary School
were truly highlights of my visit to
Tanzania. I believe that natural resource
protection is key to Africa’s long-term,
sustainable economic development...and I
hope that conservation leaders like you will
push for those policies and projects such as
Manyara that demonstrate the tangible
benefits that conservation can bring.” ■

I
t’s the dark of night. You are standing in
the prow of a small boat in the middle of
the Zambezi River, sweeping the rushing

current with a spotlight—looking for the
telltale gleam of a crocodile’s eyes. 

This is dangerous work. But it is a
critical part of AWF’s effort to survey the
crocodile and hippopotamus populations 
in the Zambezi Heartland, a spectacular
wildlife landscape stretching across parts of
Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

While habitat assessment and effective
conservation strategies will always depend
on scientific data, the sad truth is that

hippos and crocodiles are under-researched
compared to more “charismatic” wildlife
like elephants and lions. That’s why AWF
has conducted an extensive aerial and boat
survey over nearly 621 miles of river bank
and shoreline in the Zambezi River
landscape.

The results showed that crocodile and
hippo populations were very unevenly
distributed. Crocodiles were clumped
uncomfortably together in protected areas
such as Mana Pools National Park. There
was also considerably more pressure on the
wildlife on the Zambian side of the park—
simply because there were more people.
Finally, in Mozambique’s Lake Cahora
Bassa, where the lakeshore is unprotected,
hippo and crocodile populations appear to
have dropped significantly.

The surveys were an important first
step, but a tremendous amount of data
remains to be gathered before sustainable
management plans can be put into place.
For example, there is no mechanism yet 

for reporting incidents of human-wildlife
conflict. With the support of members like
you, however, AWF is determined to push
ahead with this critical field research—
until crocodiles and hippos share the
conservation spotlight with rhinos, lions,
gorillas, and all the extraordinary animals
that call Africa home. ■
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U.S. Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson called Manyara Ranch “an innovative
example of how Africa can both preserve its heritage and create economic
opportunities for its people.”

Armed with data on hippo populations across hundreds of
miles, researchers can begin to study ways to reduce
conflict between humans and these powerful mammals.

Aerial and boat surveys of the Zambezi landscape show
that crocodile populations are clumped uncomfortably
together in protected areas. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Visits AWF Project

Crocs and Hippos Take Their Turn in the Spotlight
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Learn more about hippos, crocodiles and
other wildlife—and how you can help—at
www.awf.org/wildlife.
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The Campaign to Save

Africa’s Heartlands —

and You
Challenge Grant Will Double Member Gifts 

Campaign Dollars
Already at Work
Campaign dollars are already providing
new funds for conservation projects that
are both innovative and practical. Look
what we’ve accomplished in just a few
areas:

Kenya – Completed an eco-lodge in
Samburu Heartland that is owned by the
community, generating economic benefit
to local people while adding 15,000 acres
of land to the network of interconnected
wildlife reserves.

Tanzania – Secured conservation
management of a 75,000-acre ranch
critical for elephant movement in the 
West Kilimanjaro region. 

Botswana – Built a water entry to Chobe
National Park that enhances ranger
monitoring, while capturing needed visitor
revenue.  

Rwanda – Completed a community-owned
lodge for mountain gorilla tourism, so local
people can benefit economically from
conservation and have incentive to join
with us to protect vital gorilla habitat.  

Zambia – Began construction of a warden
house in Lower Zambezi National Park, a
linchpin of our efforts to strengthen park
infrastructure.  

Congo – Facilitated protection of an
800,000-acre wildlife reserve and
continued research on the endangered
bonobo, a rare great ape endemic to 
the area. 

Mozambique – Constructed a research
camp as part of a five-year effort to
restore Banhine National Park’s habitat
and wildlife population.

Across Africa, AWF is ensuring a steady
stream of capable, motivated conserv-
ation professionals for years to come by
providing support to young African
scholars who study wildlife science and
management. 

A
WF’s Campaign to Save Africa’s
Heartlands is well on its way to

reaching its five-year $100 million goal.

At the start of 2008, $58 million
had been raised or pledged over three
years through the leadership and
generosity of our Trustees, corporations
and foundations, and members like you. 

We are now at the $72 million
mark, and will continue to count all
member gifts toward our goal until we
complete the campaign on July 1, 2009.
Thanks to a generous challenge grant
from members of our Board of Trustees,
all donations will now be matched dollar
for dollar until our goal is met.

The first comprehensive fund-drive
in AWF’s history, the Campaign to Save
Africa’s Heartlands will allow us to
expand our work by a whopping 50
percent. The Campaign is already

providing major new resources with
immediate impact in AWF’s eight
African Heartlands (see sidebar). It is
also designed to help expand critical
conservation programs to pilot sites in
West Africa.

Your Campaign participation will
continue to be critical to the Campaign’s
success, since without private
contributions like yours AWF cannot
qualify for the matching support from
public institutions that is needed to
reach our goal.

Tax-deductible gifts of cash or
securities may be made in a single lump-
sum payment or through a pledge to be
fulfilled over a specified period. Bequests
and other legacy gifts are also needed. To
learn more, visit www.awf.org/campaign,
phone AWF’s Development Department
toll-free at 1-800-494-5354, or use the
enclosed envelope to make a special
Campaign contribution today. ■

“If Africa’s great
landscapes and
wildlife species are to
survive, AWF must
work on a scale that
matches the challenges
and opportunities.  We
must grow our field
programs–and quickly.”

Dennis Keller, AWF Chairman

If you have not already seen our special DVD
campaign presentation highlighting current and
upcoming projects—and would like to receive
your own copy—please email us at
Africanwildlife@awf.org or phone Membership
Services toll-free at 1-888-494-5533.



The hornbill
can wield its
massive beak
with the
precision of 
a surgeon’s
forceps.

A084

Thank you! Please detach this form and return it with your tax-deductible
gift in the enclosed envelope to: African Wildlife Foundation, 
1400 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Suite 120, Washington, D.C. 20036.  

If you have questions, call us at 1-888-494-5533. Or, e-mail us at
Africanwildlife@awf.org.

■■ Please send me my complimentary 
DVD on AWF’s Campaign to Save
Africa’s Heartlands so I can learn 
more about this vital campaign.

■■ Please send me your online newsletter,
AWF Africa News Online, with the latest
on Africa’s wildlife and wild lands.
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■■ Please send me information about...
___including AWF in my will.
___gifts that pay me income for life.
___I have already included AWF 

in my estate plans.
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Von der Decken’s Hornbill

www.awf.org

T
he hornbill’s enormous beak is so heavy
that the bird’s upper vetebrae are fused
to support its weight. Yet despite its

outsized proportions, the hornbill can wield its
massive beak with the precision of forceps,
grasping an insect, tossing it in the air, then
catching it in its gullet. 

Found in much of sub-Saharan Africa,
Southeast Asia and the Solomon Islands, there
are some 50 species of hornbills in the world.
Africa’s southern ground hornbill is the largest,
with a deep bass call that can be heard more
than two miles away. The smallest is the
African dwarf red-billed hornbill. The Von der
Decken’s hornbill (Tockus deckeni), which
stands about 18 inches tall, falls on the smaller
end of the scale.

When foraging on the ground for small
rodents, lizards, insects, seeds and fruit, the
Von der Decken’s hornbill exhibits a

wonderfully symbiotic relationship with the
dwarf mongoose. While the mongoose flushes
grasshoppers out of vegetation for the hornbill
to eat, the bird alerts the mongoose with loud
calls that warn of raptors and other possible
predators.

The hornbill’s nesting behavior is equally
fascinating. The female establishes her nest in a
tree cavity, lays her eggs, and then seals herself
and the eggs inside the cavity with mud and
excrement, leaving only a tiny slit through
which the dutiful male brings her food.
During this rather extreme confinement, the
female molts completely. Once the chicks
hatch, however, the female takes off. The
chicks then reseal the hole until they are ready
to leave the nest, usually in about eight weeks.

As with much of Africa’s wildlife, many
species of hornbill are now threatened with the
loss and fragmentation of their habitat. ■

YES, I can see that my membership donations are making a difference—
and I want to do even more to help Africa’s wildlife. Please use the
enclosed tax-deductible donation where it is most urgently needed in
AWF’s Campaign to Save Africa’s Heartlands:
❑ $25       ❑ $50       ❑ $75       ❑ $100       ❑ $500       ❑ Other $_______

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY  STATE                                        ZIP

PHONE  E-MAIL ADDRESS

I Want to Do Even More to Protect Africa’s Wildlife!

You Can Help–
Adopt African

Wildlife Today!

A
frica is home to the last great
wildlife on earth. But too many

of its majestic species—rhinos,
mountain gorillas, giraffes, and
others—are losing the lands they need
to survive to logging, development,
and other uses. Poachers and disease
have also devastated many species.

Is there anything you can do to
help? You bet! Adopt an animal in
need through AWF. Choose from an
orphaned giraffe, a young lioness
caring for two small cubs, a wise
mountain gorilla, or other imperiled
wildlife. You will receive a personalized
certificate of adoption, a plush
wildlife toy representing the species
you selected, a fact sheet with a
picture of your adopted animal, and
a fascinating fact sheet.

Adoptions also come with a
one-year membership to the African
Wildlife Foundation and our
informative, photo-filled newsletter,
African Wildlife News (so they also
make great gifts!).

Visit AWF’s Wildlife 
Adoption Center today online at
www.shop.awf.org/adopt, or phone
us toll-free at 1-800-901-2779. ■

DONATE WITHCONFIDENCETODAY!

Wildlife Watch




