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The Kenya Gazette of 13th April 1995 contained a small notice that could have major
ramifications for wildlife conservation in Kenya. The notice called for a land tax
differentiated on the basis of land use. The notice was directed at Laikipia, a district of Kenya
noted for its significant wildlife population outside of protected areas. It read as follows:

Gazette Notice No, 2212
THE RATING ACT

(Cap. 267)
THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF LAIKIFIA

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred upon me by section 5 (i) of the Rating Act, 1 give approval
that the County Council of Laikipia may levy a flat rate of:

(@) An area rate of Ksh 10 per annum on all Government land and Ksh 15 per annum on all
gazetted forest areas,

(& An area rate of Ksh 6 per acre per anoum on all private agricultural land subject to a minimum
of Ksh 75 per parcel per annum,

{c) An area rate of Ksh 500 per acre per annum on all private land used for game ranching
activities subject to a minimum of Ksh 300,000 per parcel per annum,

(d) An area rate of Ksh 200 per acre per annum on all private land used as livestock ranches
subject to a minimum of Ksh 100,000 per parcel per annum,

{¢) Industrial and commercial land/plots rates —
(i) Ksh 300 per plot per annum on all industrial land
(ii) Ksh 400 per plot per annum on all commercial plots in all trading centres,
{iii) Ksh 300 per plot per annum on all residential land

The charges are effective from 1st January 1995,

Dated the 29th March 1995, 0. A. FARAH
Clerk to Council

Approved on the 23rd February 1995. WILLIAM oL NTIMAMA
Minister for Local Government

Gazette Notice 2212 stated that game ranching was to be taxed at a much greater rate than
other land uses, in particular livestock and agriculture. Game ranching operations in
Laikipia consist almost entirely of non-consumptive, ecotourist activities. Some of the
ranches, however, have permission from Kenya Wildlife Service to crop a limited quota of
plains game for meat. Other possible sources of revenue from wildlife, including hunting
and supply of materials for wildlife products, are prohibited. Thus, under the new
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